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705.9 Emergency action.
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 23’2. Trade Expansion Act

of 1962. as amended (19 U.S.C. 1862).

SOURCE: 47 FR 14693. Apr 6. 1982. unless
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 54 FR 601.
Jan. 9. 1989.

0 705.1 Definitions.

As used in this part:
Department means the United States

Department of Commerce and includes
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the Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary’s designees.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Commerce  o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ’ s  d e s -
ignees.

Applicant means the person or entity
submitting a request or application for
an investigation pursuant to this part.

5 705.2 Purpose.
These regulations set forth the proce-

dures by which the Department shall
commence and conduct an investiga-
tion to determine the effect on the na-
tional security of the imports of any
article. Based on this investigation,
the Secretary shall make a report and
recommendation to the President for
action or inaction regarding an adjust-
ment of the imports of the article.

5 705.3 Commencing an investigation.
(a) Upon request of the head of any

government department or agency,
upon application o f  a n interested
party. or upon motion of the Secretary,
the Department shall immediately con-
duct an investigation to determine the
effect on the national security of the
imports of any article.

(b) The Secretary shall immediately
provide notice to the Secretary of De-
fense of any investigation initiated
under this part.

(47 FR 14693, Apr. 6. 1982. Redesignated at 54
FR 601. Jan. 9. 1969. and amended at 63 FR
31623, June 10, 1998)

0705.4 Criteria for determining effect
of imports on the national security.

(a) To determine the effect on the na-
tional security of the imports of the ar-
ticle under investigation, the Depart-
ment shall consider the quantity of the
article in question or other dr-
cumstances related to its import. With
regard for the requirements of national
security, the Department shall also
consider the following:

(1) Domestic production needed For
projected n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  r e q u i r e -
ments:

(2) The capacity of domestic indus-
tries to meet projected national de-
fense requirements:

(3) The existing and anticipated
availabilities o f  h u m a n resources,
products, raw mater ia ls ,  product ion
equipment and Facilities, a n d  o t h e r
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supplies and services essential to the
national defense;

character, and uses of a particular im-
ported article, or other circumstances

(4) The growth requirements of do-
mestic industries to meet national de-

related to its import, affect the na-

fense requirements and the supplies
tional security, and shall contain the

and services including the investment,
following information to the fullest ex-

exploration and development necessary
tent possible:

to assure such growth; and
(1) Identification of the applicant;

(5) Any other relevant factors.
(2) A precise description of the arti-

cle;
(b)  In recognition of the close rela-

tion between the strength of our na-
(3) Description of the domestic indus-

tional economy and the capacity of the
try affected, including pertinent infor-

United States to meet national secu-
mation regarding companies and their

rity requirements, the Department
plants, locations, capacity and current

shall also, with regard for the quan-
output of the industry:

tity, availability, character and uses of
(4) Pertinent statistics on imports

the imported article under investiga-
and domestic production showing the

tion, consider the following:
quantities and values of the article;

(1) The impact of foreign competition
(5) Nature, sources, and degree of the

on the economic welfare of any domes-
competition created by imports of the

tic industry essential to our national
article;

security;
(6) The effect that imports of the ar-

(2) The displacement of any domestic
ticle may have upon the restoration of

products causing substantial unem-
domestic production capacity in the

ployment, decrease in the revenues of
event of national emergency;

government, loss of investment or spe-
(7) Employment and special skills in-

cialized skills and productive capacity.
volved in the domestic production of

or other serious effects; and
the article;

(3) Any other relevant factors that
(8) Extent to which the national

are causing or will cause a weakening
economy, employment, investment,

of our national economy.
specialized skills, and oroductive  ca-
pacity is or will be adversely affected;

0705.5 Request or application for an (9) Revenues of Federal, State, or
investigation. local Governments which are or may be

(a) A request or application for an in-
adversely affected:

vestigation shall be in writing. The
(10) National security supporting

original and 1 copy shall be filed with
uses of the article including data on

the Director, Office of Strategic Indus-
applicable contracts or sub-contracts,

tries and Economic Security, Room
both past and current; and

3876, U.S. Department of Commerce, (11) Any other information or advice

Washington, DC 20230. relevant and material to the subject

(b) When a request, application or matter of the investigation.

motion is under investigation, or when (d)  Statistical material presented

an investigation has been completed should be, if possible, on a calendar-

pursuant to 5705.10 of this part, any year basis for sufficient periods of time

subsequently filed request or applica- to indicate trends. Monthly or quar-

tion concerning imports of the same or terly data for the latest complete years

related article that does not raise new should be included as well as any other

or different issues may be either con- breakdowns which may be pertinent to

solidated with the investigation in show seasonal or short-term factors.

progress as provided in 5705.7(e)  of this (47 FR 14693, Apr. 6. 1982. Redesignated at 54
part, or rejected. In either event, an ex- FR 601.  Jan. 9. 1969. and amended at 63 FR
planation for taking such action shall 31623, June 10. 1998; 65 FR 62600, Oct. 19. ZOOO]
be promptly given to the applicant. If
the request or application is rejected, 8 705.6 Confidential information.

it will not be returned unless requested (4 Any information or material
by the applicant.

(c) Requests or applications shall de-
which the applicant or any other party

scribe how the quantity, availability,
desires to submit in confidence at any
stage of the investigation that would
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disclose national security classified in-
formation or business confidential in-
formation (trade secrets, commercial
or financial information, or any other
information considered senstitive or
privileged), shall be submitted on sepa-
rate sheets with the clear legend “Na-
tional Security Classified” or “Busi-
ness Confidential,” as appropriate,
marked at the top of each sheet. Any
information or material submitted
that is identified as national security
classified must be accompanied at the
time of filing by a statement indi-
cati.ng the degree of classification, the
authority for the classification, and
the identity of the classifying entity.
By submitting information or material
identified as business confidential, the
applicant or other party represents
that the information is exempted from
public disclosure. either by the Free-
dom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552 et
seq.) or by some other specific statu-
tory exemption. Any request for busi-
ness confidential treatment must be
accompanied at the time of filing by a
statement justifying non-disclosure
and referring to the specific legal au-
thority claimed.

(b) The Department may refuse to ac-
cept as business confidential any infor-
mation or material it considers not in-
tended to be protected under the legal
authority claimed by the applicant, or
under other applicable legal authority.
Any such information or material so
refused shall be promptly returned to
the submitter and will not be consid-
ered. However, such information or ma-
terial may be resubmitted as non-con-
fidential in which case it will be made
part of the public record.

8 705.7 Conduct of an investigation.
(a) If the Department determines

that it is appropriate to afford inter-
ested parties an opportunity to present
information and advice relevant and
material to an investigation, a public
notice shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER soliciting from any in-
terested party written comments, opin-
ions, data, information or advice rel-
ative to the investigation. This mate-
rial shall be submitted as directed
within a reasonable time period to be
specified in the notice. All material
shall be submitted with 6 copies. In ad-
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dition, public hearings may be held
pursuant to 5705.8  of this part.

(b) All requests and applications filed
and all material submitted by inter-
ested parties, except information on
material that is classified or deter-
mined to be confidential as provided in
5705.6 of this part, will be available for
public inspection and copying in the
Bureau of Export Administration Free-
dom of Information Records Inspection
Facility, Room H-4525, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce. Washington, DC
20230. in accordance with regulations
published in part 4 of title 15. Code of
Federal Regulations.

(c) Further information may be re-
quested by the Department from other
sources through the use of question-
naires, correspondence, or other appro-
priate means.

(d) The Department shall, as part of
an investigation, seek information and
advice from, and consult with, appro-
priate officers of the United States or
their designees, as shall be determined.
The Department shall also consult
with the Secretary of Defense regard-
ing the methodological and policy
questions raised in the investigation.
Upon the request of the Secretary, the
Secretary of Defense shall provide the
Secretary with an assessment of the
defense requirements of the article in
question. Communications received
from agencies of the U.S. government
or foreign governments will not be
made available for public inspection.

(e) Any request or application that is
filed while an investigation is in
progress, concerning imports of the
same or related article and raising
similar issues, may be consolidated
with the request, application or motion
that initiated the investigation.

147 FR 14693. Apr. 6. 1982. Redesignated at 54
FR 601, Jan. 9. 1989 and amended at 54 FR
19355. May 5. 1989; 63 FR 31623.  June 10.  19981

9 705.8 Public hearings.

(a) If it is deemed appropriate by the
Department, public hearings may be
held to elicit further information.

(1) A notice of hearing shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER de-
scribing the date, time, place, the sub-
jec t  mat ter  of  each  hear ing  and  any

. . . ‘,__
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other information relevant to the con-
duct of the hearing. The name of a per-

Information Records Inspection Facil-

son to contact for additional informa-
ity, Room H-4525, U.S. Department of

tion or to request time to speak at the
Commerce, Washington, DC 20230.

hearing shall also be included. Public I47 FR 14693. Apr. 6. 1982. Redesignated at 54
hearings may be held in more than one FR 601. Jan. 9. 1989 and amended at 54 FR

location. 19355, May 5. 1989; 63 FR 31623. June 1999110,

(2) Hearings shall be open to the pub-
lic unless national securitv  classified

§ 705.9 Emergency action.

information will be presenged.  In that In emergency situations, or when in
event the presiding officer at the hear- the judgment of the Department, na-
ing shall close the hearing, as nec- tional security interests require it, the
essary, to all persons not having appro- Department may vary or dispense with
priate security clearances or not other- any or all of the procedures set forth in
wise authorized to have access to such § 705.7 of this part.
information. If it is known in sufficient
time prior to the hearing that national # 705.10 Report of an investigation and
security classified information will be recommendation.
presented the notice of hearing pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER shall

(a) When an investigation conducted

state that national security classified
pursuant to this part is completed, a

information will be presented and that
report of the investigation shall be

the hearing will be open only to those
promptly prepared.

persons having appropriate security
(b) The Secretary shall report to the

clearances or otherwise specifically au-
President the findings of the investiga-

thorized to have access to such infor-
tion and a recommendation for action

mation. or inaction within 270 days after begin-

(b) Hearings shall be conducted as ning an investigation under this part.

follows: (c) An Executive Summary of the

(1) The Department shall appoint the Secretary’s report to the President of

presiding officer; an investigation, excluding any classi-
(2) The presiding officer shall deter- fied or proprietary information, shall

mine all procedural matters during the be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
hearing; Copies of the full report, excluding any

(3) Interested parties may appear, ei- classified or proprietary information,
ther in person or by representation, will be available for public inspection
and produce oral or written informa- and copying in the Bureau of -Export
tion relevant and material to the sub- Administration Freedom of Informa-
ject matter of the investigation; tion Records Inspection Facility, Room

(4) Hearings will be fact-finding pro- H-4525, U.S. Department of Commerce,
ceedings without formal pleadings or
adverse parties. Formal rules of evi-

14th Street, N.W.. Washington, D.C.
20230; tel. (202) 482-5653.

dence will not apply;
(5) After a witness has testified, the 163 FR 31623, June 10,  19981

presiding officer may question the wit-
ness. Questions submitted to the pre-

8705.11 Determination by the Presi-

siding officer in writing by any inter-
dent and adjustment of imports.

ested party may, at the discretion of (a) Upon the submission of a report
the presiding officer, be posed to the to the President by the Secretary
witness. No cross examination of any under 570510(b)  of this part, in which
witness by a party shall be allowed. the Department has found that an arti-

(6) Each hearing will be stenographi- cle is being imported into the United
cally reported. Transcripts of the hear- States in such quantities or under such
ing, excluding any national security
classified information,

circumstances as to threaten to impair
may be pur- the national security, the President is

chased from the Department at actual required by Section 232(c) of the Trade
cost of duplication, and will be avail-
able for public inspection in the Bureau

Expansion Act of 1962. as amended (19

of Export Administration Freedom of
U.S.C. 1862(c)) to take the following ac-
tion
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threat to the national security, the
President shall either:

(1) Take such other action as deemed
necessary to adjust the imports of the
article so that such imports will not
threaten to impair the national secu-
rity. Notice of any such additional ac-
tion taken shall be published in the
FEDERALREGISTER;  or

(2) Not take any additional action.
This determination and the reasons on
which it is based, shall be published in
the FEDERALREGISTER.

163 FR 31623,June  10. 19981

Q 705.12 Disposition of an investigation
and report to the Congress.

(a) Upon the disposition of each re-
quest, application, or motion made
under this part, a report of such dis-
position shall be submitted by the Sec-
retary to the Congress and published in
the FEDERALREGISTER.

(b) As required by Section 232(e) of
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1862(c)). the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Congress an
annual report on the operation of this
part.

[63 FR 31623,June  10. 19961

(I) Within 90 days after receiving the
report from the Secretary, the Presi-
dent shall determine:

(i) Whether the President concurs
with the Department’s finding; and

(ii) If the President concurs, the na-
ture and duration of the action that
must be taken to adjust the imports of
the article and its derivatives so that
the such imports will not threaten to
impair the national security.

(2) If the President determines to
take action under this section, such ac-
tion must be taken no later than fif-
teen (15) days after making the deter-
mination.

(3) By no later than thirty (30) days
after making the determinations under
paragraph (a)(l) of this section, the
President shall submit to the Congress
a written statement of the reasons why
the President has decided to take ac-
tion, or refused to take action.

(b) If the action taken by the Presi-
dent under this section is the negotia-
tion of an agreement to limit or re-
strict the importation into the United
States of the article in question, and
either no such agreement is entered
into within 180 days after making the
determination to take action, or an ex-
ecuted agreement is not being carried
out or is ineffective in eliminating the

104
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Bureau of Export Administration 

Initiation of National Security 
Investigation of imports of Iron Ore 
and Semi-Finished Steel 

AGENCY: Bureau of Export 
Administration, Office of Strategic 
Industries and Economic Security, 
Strategic Analysis Division, Department 
of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of initiation of national 
security investigation and request for 
public comments. 

SUMMARY: This notice is to advise the 
public that an investigation has been 
initiated under section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962. as amended (19 
U.S.C. 1862). to determine the effects on 
the national security of imports of iron 
ore and semi-finished steel. Interested 
parties are invited to submit written 
comments, opinions, data, information, 
or advice relative to the investigation to 
the Bureau of Export Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
April 9, 2001. 
ADDRESSES: Send three copies of written 
comments to Brad Botwin, Director, 
Strategic Analysis Division, Bureau of 
Export Administration, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Room 3876, Washington, 
DC 20230. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Brad 
Botwin, Director, Strategic Analysis 
Division, Bureau of Export 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, (202) 482-4060. 
bbotwin@bxa.doc.govor Michael 
Vaccaro, Trade and Industry Analyst, 
Bureau of Export Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, (202) 482- 
8232, mvaccaro@bxa.doc.gov. For more 
information about the section 232 
program, including the regulations and 
the text of previous investigations, see 
www.doc-bxa.bmpcoe.orgunder 
“Programs.” 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
On February 1.2001, the Department 

of Commerce initiated an investigation 
under section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 1862). to determine the effects on 
the national security of imports of iron 
ore and semi-finished steel. The 
findings and recommendations of the 
investigation are to be reported by the 
Secretary of Commerce to the President 
not later than October 29. 200 1. 

The iron ore and semi-finished steel 
products to be investigated include: 

1. Iron Ore: 

-Briquettes 
-Pellets 
-Sinter 

2. Semi-finished Steel 
-Ingots 
-Billets 
-Blooms 
-Slab 

This investigation is being undertaken 
in accordance with part 705 of the 
National Security Industrial Base 
Regulations (15 CFR parts 700 to 709) 
(the “regulations”). Interested parties 
are invited to submit written comments, 
opinions, data, information, or advice 
relevant to this investigation to the 
Office of Strategic Industries & 
Economic Security,, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, no later than April 9, 2001. 
The Department is particularly 
interested in comments and information 
directed to the criteria listed in 5 705.4 
of the regulations as they affect national 
security, including the following: (a) 
Quantity of the article in question or 
other circumstances related to the 
importation of the articles subject to the 
investigation; (b) Domestic production 
and productive capacity needed for 
those articles to meet protected national 
defense requirements; (c) Existing and 
anticipated availability of human 
resources, products, raw materials, 
production equipment, and facilities to 
produce these items; (d) Growth 
requirements of domestic industries to 
meet national defense requirements 
and/or requirements to assure such 
growth: (e) The impact of foreign 
competition on the economic welfare of 
the domestic industry: and (f) The 
displacement of any domestic products 
causing substantial unemployment, 
decrease in the revenues of government, 
loss of investment or specialized skills 
and productive capacity, or other 
serious effects. 

Those wishing to comment should 
submit three copies of all materials. 
Material that is national security 
classified information or business 
confidential information will be 
exempted from public disclosure as 
provided for by 5 705.6 of the 
regulations. Anyone submitting 
business confidential information 
should clearly identify the business 
confidential portion of the submission, 
then file a statement justifying 
nondisclosure and reference to the 
specific legal authority claimed, and 
provide a non-confidential submission 
which can be placed in the public file. 
Communications from agencies of the 
United States Government will not be 
made available for public inspection. 

If public hearings are held in support 
of this investigation, a separate Federal 
Register notice will be published. 

The Bureau of Export Administration 
does not maintain a separate public 
inspection facility. Requesters should 
first view the Bureau’s webpage, which 
can be found at http://www. bxa. docgov 
(see FOIA heading). If requesters cannot 
access the website, they may call 202- 
482-2165 for assistance. The records 
related to this assessment are made 
accessible in accordance with the 
regulations published in part 4 of title 
15 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(15 CFR 4.1 etseq.). 

Dated: February 1. 2001. 
Matthew Borman, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Export 
Administration. 
[FR Dot. 01-3059 Filed 2-5-01; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 351O-JT-P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 
[A-570-851] 

Certain Preserved Mushrooms From 
the People’s Republic of China: 
Postponement of Preliminary Results 
of New Shipper Review 

AGENCY: Import Administration, 
International Trade Administration, 
United States Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of extension of the time 
limit for the preliminary results in the 
new shipper review of the antidumping 
duty order on certain preserved 
mushrooms from the People’s Republic 
of China. 

SUMMARY: The United States Department 
of Commerce (“the Department”) is 
extending the time limit for the 
preliminary results of a new shipper 
review of the antidumping duty order 
on certain preserved mushrooms from 
the People’s Republic of China (“PRC”). 
This review covers the period February 
1,200O through July 31.2000. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: February 6.2001. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David J. Goldberger or Rebecca Trainor, 
Import Administration, International 
Trade Administration, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, 14th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20230; telephone: 
(202) 482-4136 or (202) 482-4007. 
respectively. 

Postponement of Preliminary Results of 
Administrative Review 

On October 2, 2000. the Department 
initiated a new shipper review (65 FR 
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Council. The Advisory Council is 
comprised of thirteen members 
representing state, county and city 
governments, and representatives of 
various organizations, which include 
mining industry, environmental 
organizations, inholders in Opal Creek 
Scenic Recreation Area, economic 
development, Indian tribes, adjacent 
landowners and recreation interests. 
The council provides advice to the 
Secretary of Agriculture on preparation 
of a comprehensive Opal Creek 
Management Plan for the SR4, and 
consults on a periodic and regular basis 
on the management of the area. The 
tentative agenda will focus on 
describing the desired future condition 
of the area. The tentative agenda will 
focus on describing the desired future 
condition of the SRA. 

The public comment period is 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. 
Time allotted for individual 
presentations will be limited to 3 
minutes. Written comments are 
encouraged, particularly if the material 
cannot be presented within the time 
limits of the comment period. Written 
comments may be submitted prior to the 
May 5 meeting by sending them to 
Designated Federal Official Stephanie 
Phillips at the address given below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
more information regarding this 
meeting, contact Designated Federal 
Official Stephanie Phillips; Willamette 
National Forest, Detroit Ranger District, 
HC 73 Box 320, Mill City, OR 97360; 
(503)854-3366. 

Dated: April 13, 2001. 

Darrel L. Kenops, 
Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Dot. 01-9564 Filed 4-17-01; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE WO-1i-M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Bureau of Export Administration 

[Docket No. 010412092-l 092-011 

Initiation of National Security 
Investigation of Imports of Iron Ore 
and Semi-Finished Steel, Re-Opening 
of Public Comment Period 

AGENCY: Bureau of Export 
Administration, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of initiation of National 
Security Investigation, re-opening of 
public comment period. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to public request, 
the Bureau of Export Administration 
(BXA) is re-opening its public comment 
period until May 2, 2001, for the Notice 

of initiation of National Security 
Investigation and Request for Public 
Comments, published on February 6, 
2001. 

DATES: Comments must be received by 
May 2,2001. 

ADDRESSES: Send three copies of written 
comments to Brad Botwin. Director, 
Strategic Analysis Division, Bureau of 
Export Administration, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Room 3876, Washington, 
DC 20230. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Brad 
Botwin, Director, Strategic Analysis 
Division, Bureau of Export 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, (202) 482-4060, 
bbotwin@bxa.doc.gov or Michael 
Vaccaro, Trade and industry Analyst, 
Bureau of Export Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, (202) 482- 
8232, mvaccaro@bxa.doc.gov. For more 
information about the section 232 
program, including the applicable 
Commerce Department regulations and 
the text of previous investigations, see 
www.doc-bxa.bmpcoe.org under 
“Programs.” 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
February 6, 2001, BXA published a 
Notice of Initiation of National Security 
Investigation and Request for Public 
Comments (66 FR 9067) announcing the 
initiation of an investigation under 
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act 
of 1962, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1862), 
to determine the effects on the national 
security of imports of iron ore and semi- 
finished steel. The notice also requested 
public comments on the investigation; 
the closing day for the comment period 
was April 9, 2001. In response to 
requests received from interested 
parties, BXA is re-opening the original 
60 day public comment period until 
May 2, 2001. As a result, comments on 
the investigation must now be received 
by May 2, 2001. Comments received 
after April 9,200~ and before the date 
of this notice will be accepted and 
considered by BXA. 

Dated: April 12, 2001. 

Matthew Barman, 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Export 
Administration. 
[FR Dot. 01-9611 Filed 4-17-01; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 351O-JT-P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Foreign-Trade Zones Board 

[Order No. il.%] 

Approval for Expansion of Subzone 
104A, Merck & Company, Inc., Plant 
(Pharmaceuticals), Dougherty County, 
GA 

Pursuant to its authority under the Foreign- 
Trade Zones Act of June 18. 1934. as 
amended (19 U.S.C. ala-81u). the Foreign- 
Trade Zones Board (the Board) adopts the 
following Order: 

Whereas, the Savannah Airport 
Commission, grantee of FTZ 104, has 
requested authority on behalf of Merck 
8( Company, Inc. (Merck). to add 
capacity and to expand the scope of 
authority under zone procedures witllin 
Subzone 104A at the Merck plant in 
Dougherty County, Georgia (FTZ Docket 
62-2000, filed 11/17/2000); 

Whereas, notice inviting public 
comment has been given in the Federal 
Register (65 FR 71296, 11/30/00); 

Whereas, pursuant to Section 
400.32(b)(l) of the FTZ Board 
regulations (15 CFR 400), the Secretary 
of Commerce’s delrgate on the FTZ 
Board has the authority to act for the 
Board in making decisions regarding 
manufacturing activity within existing 
zones when the proposed acti\sity is the 
same, in terms of products involved. to 
activity recently approved by the Board 
and similar in circumstances (IS CFR 
400.32(b)(l)(i)); and, 

Whereas, the Board adopts the 
findings and recommendations of the 
examiner’s report. and finds that the 
requirements of the FTZ Act and 
Board’s regulations are satisfied, and 
that the proposal is in the public 
interest; 

Now, therefore, the Board heretlv 
orders: 

The application to add capacity and 
to expand the scope of authority under 
zone procedures within Subzone 1 OVA 
on behalf of Merck & Company. Inc.. is 
approved, subject to the FTZ Act and 
the Board’s regulations, including 
Section 400.28. 

Signed at Washington. DC. this 5th clay ot 
April, 2001. 

(l:R Lloc. 01-9640 b iletl +17-01, H ii li~~ll 

BILLING CODE 3510~DS-P 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Export Administration

[Docket No. 010412092-1149-021

Public Hearings on Section 232
National Security Investigation of
imports of Iron Ore and Semi-Finished
Steel

AGENCY: Bureau of Export
Administration, Office of Strategic
Industries and Economic Security,
Strategic Analysis Division, Department
of Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public hearings on
section 232 national security
investigation of imports of iron ore and
semi-finished steel.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Export
Administration (BXA) is holding public
hearings on the investigation that the
Department of Commerce initiated, on
February 1, 2001, to determine the
effects on the national security of
imports of iron ore and scrn-finished
steel. Thus investigation is being

conducted under section 232 of the
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1862). This notice
identifies the issues on which the
Department is interested in obtaining
the public s views. It also sets forth the
procedures for public participation in
the hearings.
DATES: The hearings will be held on
Thursday, July 5, 2001 at the Virginia
High School, Goodman Auditorium, 411
5th Avenue, South, Virginia, MN 55792;
on Sunday, July 15,2001 at the
Northern Michigan University,
University Center, Michigan Room,
1401 Presque Isle, Marquette, MI 49855;
and on Thursday, July 19, 2001 at the
Newport Gateway, 19900 MacArthur
Boulevard, Suite 300 (Food and Drug
Administration Office), Irvine, CA
92612. All hearings will begin at 12
noon local time and conclude at 7 PM
local time.
ADDRESSES: Send requests to speak and
written summaries of the oral
presentations to Brad Botwin, Director,
Strategic Analysis Division, Bureau of
Export Administration, U.S. Department
of Commerce, Room 3876,14th  Street
and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230, by June 25,
2001. Any person, whether presenting
or not, may submit a written statement
through August 17,ZOOl; 30 days after
the last hearing date.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Brad
Botwin, Director, Strategic Analysis
Division, Bureau of Export
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, (202) 482-4060,
bbotwinQbxa.doc.gov or Michael
Vaccaro, Trade and Industry Analyst,
Bureau of Export Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, (202) 482-
8232, mvaccaro@bxa.doc.gov. For more
information about the section 232
program, including the regulations and
the text of previous investigations, see
www.doc-bxa,bmpcoe.org  under
“Programs.”

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background and Specific Comments
Requested

On February 1, 2001, the Department
of Commerce initiated an investigation
under section 232 of the Trade
Expansion Act of 1962, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1862), to determine the effects on
the national security of imports of iron
ore and semi-finished steel. The
findings and recommendations of the
investigation are to be reported by the
Secretary of’ Commerce to the President
no later than October 29,  2001. For
further details on this investigation, see
the Federal Register notlces of February

6, 2001 (66 FR 9067) and April 18,2o01
(66 FR 19917).

The iron ore and semi-finished steel
products subject to this investigation
include:
1. Iron Ore

- B r i q u e t t e s
- P e l l e t s
-Sinter

2. Semi-finished Steel
--In ots
-BI letsf
- B l o o m s
- S l a b
Consistent with the interest of the

U.S. Department of Commerce in
soliciting public comments on issues
affecting U.S. industry and national
security, BXA is holding public hearings
as part of the investigation. The hearings
will assist the Department in
determining whether imports of iron ore
and semi-finished steel threaten to’
impair the national security and in
recommending remedies if such a threat
is found to exist.

The Department is particularly
interested in comments and information
directed to the criteria listed in 15 CFR
part 705.4, Effect of Imported Articles
on the National Security (“the
regulations”), including the following:
(a) Quantity of the articles subject to the
investigation and other circumstances
related to the importation of such
articles; (b) Domestic production
capacity needed for these articles to
meet projected national defense
requirements; (c) The capacity of
domestic industries to meet projected
national defense requirements; (d)
Existing and anticipated availability of
human resources, products, raw
materials, production equipment,
facilities, and other supplies and
services essential to the national
defense; (e) Growth requirements of
domestic industries needed to meet
national defense requirements and the
supplies and services including the
investment, exploration and
development necessary to assure such
growth; (f) The impact of foreign
competition on the economic welfare of
any domestic industry essential to our
national security; (g) The displacement
of any domestic products causing
substantial unemployment, decrease in
the revenues of government, loss of
investment or specialized skills and
productive capacity, or other serious
effects; (h) Relevant factors that are
causing or will cause a weakening of our
national economy; and (i) Any other
relevant factors.

Notice of Public Hearings
The hearings will be held on

Thllrsday. July 5, 2001 at the Virginia
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High School, Goodman Auditorium, 411
5th Avenue, South, Virginia, MN 55792;
on Sunday, July 15, 2001 at the
Northern Michigan University’s
University Center, Michigan Room,
1401  Presque Isle, Marquette, MI 49855;
and on Thursday, July 19,ZOOl at the
Newport Gateway, 19900 MacArthur
Boulevard, Suite 300 (Food and Drug
Administration Office), Irvine, CA
92612. All hearings will begin at 12
noon local time and conclude at 7 PM
local time.

Procedure for Requesting Participation
The Department encourages interested

public participants to present their
views orally at the hearings. Any person
wishing to make an oral presentation at
the hearings must submit a written
request to the Department of Commerce
at the address indicated in the
ADDRESSES section of this notice. The
request to participate in the hearings
must be accompanied by 3 copies of a
summary of the oral presentation. The
written request and summary must be
received by the Department no later
than Monday, June 25,200l. In
addition, the request to speak should
contain (I) the name and address of the
person requesting to make a
presentation; (2) a daytime phone
number where the person who would be
making the oral presentation may be
contacted before the hearing; (3) the
organization or company they represent;
(4) an e-mail address, if available, and
(5) the location you will attend to make
your presentation.

Please note that the submission of
comments for presentation at the public
hearings is separate from the request for
written comments contained in the
February 6, 2001 and April 18, 2001
Federal Register notices. Since it may
be necessary to limit the number of
persons making presentations, the
written request to participate in the
public hearing should describe the
individual’s interest in the hearings and,
where appropriate, explain why the
individual is a proper representative of
a group or class of persons that has such
an interest. If all interested parties
cannot be accommodated at the
hearings, the summaries of the oral
presentations will be used to allocate
speaking time and to ensure that a full
range of comments is heard.

Each person selected to make a
presentation will be notified by the
Department of Commerce no later than
8 PM EDT on Friday, June 29, 2001. The
Department will arrange the
presentation times for the speakers.
Attendees will be seated on a first-come,
first-served basis. Persons selected to be
heard are requested  to bring 100 copies

of their oral presentation and of all
exhibits to the hearing site on the day
of the hearing. All such material must
be of a size consistent with ease of
handling, transportation and filing.
While large exhibits may be used during
a hearing, copies of such exhibits in
reduced size must be provided to the
panel. Written submissions by persons
not selected to make presentations will
be made part of the public record of the
proceeding. Any person, whether
presenting or not, may submit a written
statement through August 17,2001;  30
days after the last hearing date.
Confidential business information may
not be submitted at a public hearing. In
the event confidential business
information is submitted it will be
handled according’to the same
procedures applicable to such
information provided in the course of an
investigation. See 15 CFR 705.6. Each
hearing will be stenographically
reported. Transcripts of the hearings
may be purchased after the hearings
have been completed from the
Department for actual cost of
duplication.

Copies of the requests to participate in
the public hearings, and the transcripts
of the hearings will be maintained on
the Bureau of Export Administration’s
web page, which can be found at
http://www.bxa.doc.gov  (see Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) heading). If the
requesters cannot access the web site,
they may call (202) 482-2165 for
assistance. The records related to this
assessment are made accessible in
accordance with the regulations
published in part 4 of title 15 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (15 CFR 4.1
et seq.)

Conduct of the Hearing

The Department reserves the right to
select the persons to be heard at the
hearings, to schedule their respective
presentations, and to establish the
procedures governing the conduct of the
hearing. Each speaker will be limited to
IO minutes, and comments must be
directly related to the criteria listed in
15 CFR part 705.4 of the regulations.

A Commerce Department official will
be designated to preside at the hearings.
The presiding officer shall determine all
procedural matters during the hearings.
Representatives from the Commerce
Department and other U.S. Government
agencies will make up the hearing
panel. This will be a fact-finding
proceeding; it will not be a judicial or
evidentiary-type hearing. Only members
of the hearing panel may ask questions,
and there will be no cross-examination
of persons presenting statements.
However, questions submitted to the

presiding officer in writing may, at the
discretion of the presiding officer, be
posed to the presenter. No formal rules
of evidence will apply to the hearings.

Any further procedural rules for the
proper conduct of the hearing will be
announced by the presiding officer.

Special Accommodations
These meetings are physically

accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be received by the Department of
Commerce no later than Friday, June 29.
2001 at the address indicated in the
ADDRESSES section of this notice.

Dated: June 8, 2001.
Matthew S. Boman,
Deputy Assistant Secretaryfor Export
Administration.
[FR Dot. 01-15024 Filed 6-13-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-0T-U
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Export Administration

[Docket No. 010412092-1165-031

Cancellation of Public Hearing on Section 232 National Security
Investigation of Imports of Iron Ore and Semi-Finished Steel

AGENCY: Bureau of Export Administration, Office of Strategic Industries
and Economic Security, Strategic Analysis Division, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Cancellation of public hearing on section 232 national security
investigation of imports of iron ore and semi-finished steel.

SUMMARY: In a June 14, 2001, Federal Register Notice (66 FR 32315), the
Bureau of Export Administration (BXA) announced three public hearings
on the investigation that the Department of Commerce initiated, on
February 1, 2001, to determine the effects on the national security of
imports of iron ore and semi-finished steel. This investigation is
being conducted under section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 1862). This notice announces the cancellation of
the public hearing scheduled for July 19, 2001, in Irvine, California,
due to a low number of requests to speak at that location.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Brad Botwin, Director, Strategic
Analysis Division, Bureau of Export Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, (202) 482-4060, bbotwin@bxa.doc.gov or Michael Vaccaro, Trade
and Industry Analyst, Bureau of Export Administration, U.S. Department
of Commerce, (202) 482-8232, mvaccaro@bxa.doc.gov. For more information
about the section 232 program, including the regulations and the text

r
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of previous investigations, see www.doc-bxa.bmpcoe.org under
"Programs.' 1

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On February 1, 2001, the Department of Commerce initiated an
investigation under section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1862), to determine the effects on the national
security of imports of iron ore and semi-finished steel. The findings
and recommendations of the investigation are to be reported by the
Secretary of Commerce to the President no later than October 29, 2001.
For further details on this investigation, see the Federal Register
notices of February 6, 2001 (66 FR 9067) and April 18, 2001 (66 FR
19917).

The iron ore and semi-finished steel products subject to this
investigation include:

1. Iron Ore
--Briquettes
--Pellets
--Sinter

2. Semi-finished Steel
--Ingots
--Billets
--Blooms
--Slab

As announced in the June 14, 2001 Federal Register Notice (66 FR
32315), BXA is holding public hearings as part of the investigation.
The hearings will assist the Department in determining whether imports
of iron ore and semi-finished steel threaten to impair the national
security and in recommending remedies if such a threat is found to
exist. The Department has cancelled the public hearing scheduled for
Thursday, July 19, 2001 at the Newport Gateway, in Irvine, California,
due to a low number of requests to speak at that location. The June 14,
2001 Federal Register Notice provided that any person, whether
presenting or not, may submit a written statement through August 17,
2001, 30 days after the last hearing date. Written submissions by
persons not selected to make presentations at the Thursday, July 5,
2001 and Sunday, July 15, 2001 public hearings will be made part of the
public record of the proceedings. Written statements should be
submitted to Brad Botwin, Director, Strategic Analysis Division, Bureau
of Export Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876, 14th
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230.

Dated: July 2, 2001.
James J. Jochum,
Assistant Secretary for Export Administration.
[FR DOC. 01-17151 Filed 7-g-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JT-P
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January 16,200l 

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

I am writing to request that the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Export 
Administration self-initiate, under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, a full 
investigation into imports of iron ore and steel slab into the United States. Imported steel and 
iron ore, much of which is subsidized in the country of origin and sold in our market at prices 
which violate our anti-dumping laws, are having a devastating impact on jobs and local 
economies, and threaten the future viability of the domestic iron ore/taconite and steel slab 
industries, as well as major segments of the steel industry. These industries are critical to the 
national security of the United States. I have attached background information and statistics on 
the plight of these industries. 

Steel is the basic building block of an industrial society. Iron ore/taconite is the 
fundamental raw material needed to produce steel. The mines of Minnesota and Michigan have 
been the primary suppliers of iron ore/taco&e for the domestic steel industry for over 10.0 years, 
providing 100 percent of the steel industry’s iron ore requirements during WWII and the Korean 
conflict. Our mines have shipped 4 billion tons of iron ore and taconite over the last century and 
will continue to be a reliable domestic source of iron units well into the future, if given a reprieve 
from the devastating economic pressure of imports flooding into our market, as well as recent 
spikes in energy prices. 

Every ton of semi-finished steel slab utilized in domestic steel production displaces 1.3 
tons of taco&e pellets. Over the past decade, this displacement has become devastating to the 
iron ore industry as foreign producers targeted the U.S. market. Since 1997, foreign iron ore 
producers, together with their native interrelated steel companies, have sought to take advantage 
of the capital-starved U.S. iron ore and steel industries and target base-load tonnage 
requirements. Over that time period, U.S. steel companies have taken blast furnace production 
off-line and rolled cheap imported slabs - a significant volume of which has come from Brazil. 

Brazilian iron ore and steel producers have announced numerous projects targeting 
domestic U.S. pellet markets, including construction of a 6-million-ton iron ore pellet plant and a 
5-million-ton slab mill - all for export to the United States. The foreign iron ore producers’ 
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strategy to capitalize on the weakened U.S. steel industry by offering iron units in the form of 
semi-finished steel slabs will force domestic steel producers to rely upon foreign iron ore and 
crude steel for its finished steel production, abandoning, in the process, our domestic iron 
ore/taconite industry. 

Semi-finished steel imports into the United States remained below 3 million metric tons 
through 1993, but have since soared three-fold. These imports are expected to reach a record 
high of 10 million metric tons in 2000. Brazil, alone, increased its semi-finished steel exports to 
the United States by 275 percent over the past decade. In 1990, Brazil exported 813,000 net tons 
of semi-finished steel to the United States; in 1999, that figure jumped to 2,975,OOO net tons. 

With slab imports at all-time highs, domestic iron ore producers are being forced to 
reduce production dramatically. This month, LTV Steel Mining Company permanently closed 
its taco&e mine in Minnesota, eliminating 1400 jobs and taking 8 million tons of annual 
domestic production permanently offline. Also this month, Northshore Mining Company and 
U.S. Steel’s Minntac mine announced production cutbacks. While neither company has made 
decisions regarding layoffs, more domestic reduction announcements are expected within the 
industry. 

These imports also threaten domestic integrated steel mills. Similar to the pressure felt 
by iron ore producers, U.S. integrated steelmakers face increased competition from domestic, 
flat-rolled minimills that import semi-finished steel. The integrated steel sector has seen 
significant financial bankruptcies, most recently Geneva, Acme and Gulf States Steel. In the last 
five years, shipments by the domestic, low-cost minimills have risen from 3 million tons in 1995 
to 12 million tons in 2000. However, over the same time period, imports of those products have 
risen from 24 million tons to an estimated 38 million tons. These developments do not bode well 
for either the industry’s ability to meet national security requirements in an emergency or its 
ability to maintain its production capabilities. 

Brazil and Australia dominate the world iron ore export market, accounting for nearly 70 
percent of seabome exports in 1999; however, much of Australia export production is eaten up 
by Asian consumption. Brazil’s CVRD, the world’s largest iron ore producer, currently produces 
50 percent of Brazil’s iron units, and is poised to acquire another 30 percent of that country’s 
production. Of the 10 million metric tons of iron ore that the United States imported last year, 
Brazil was responsible for 2.4 million. A single company, CVRD, would control as much as 
one-fifth of the iron ore imported into the United States. 



The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
Page 3 
January 16,200l 

This brief glimpse at the steel and iron ore markets offers a devastating outlook on the 
future viability of these domestic industries. Can we count on foreign nations to provide us with 
ample quantities of iron ore and steel products in a timely basis in a national emergency? 
History has shown that the United States must be self-sufficient in supplying its defense 
requirements. I believe these facts alone merit a review by your Administration under Section 
232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

2si!@$--- , a* 

Enclosures 

cc: William A. Reinsch, Under Secretary for Export Administration 
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